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makes labours easy; and the hatefulness of begging is the price paid for conferring; and nngradgingness in a gift is the cream of intention; and sincerity in affection makes nought of failings ; and the dwelling npon men's "vices is the worst of faults ; and the seeking after safety is the leading-cord of prudence; and the clinging to self-restraint keeps from desire; and evil of disposition is the dishonour of mortals; and the weariness of souls is the bane of love; and the witchcraft of speech is a net to hearts; and the eloquence of the tongue is the" grace of narrative; and truthfulness of advice demands friendship; and the bond of affection leads of needs to courtesy; and the habit of cheerfulness is an earnest of nobility; and the index of happiness is the gathering of thanks; and a gain of praise is the treasure of the generous; and the nature of the liberal is the doing of goodness; and the perfecting of kindness is a good deed of man.
THE EIGHTEENTH ASSEMBLY, CALLED "OF SINJAB."
In this Assembly Abu Zayd is represented as gaining a splendid present by the narrative of an alleged misfortune. We are left in doubt -whether his story be trne or only one of his usual artifices to obtain the bounty of his friends. In a journey from Damascus to Bagdad, the caravan, in which are Harith and Abu Zayd, halts at Sinjar, a city of the Diyar Rabi'ah, which lies on the northern route between Syria and Irak. There a merchant was giving a wedding feast, to which, according to the hospitable custom of the East, all classes were invited. After the more substantial viands have been consumed, a glass vase of sweetmeats is produced, at the sight of which Abu Zayd starts up and quits the circle of guests. On being asked the reason of this conduct he declares that he is bound by an oath not